
BEFORE 
 

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

DOCKET NO. 2019-373-W - ORDER NO. 2020-153 
 

MARCH 4, 2020 
 
IN RE: Application of AAA Utilities, Inc. for 

Approval to Sell the Perry Water System to 
Saluda County Water and Sewer Authority 

) 
) 
) 
 
 

ORDER APPROVING 
SALE OF PERRY WATER 
SYSTEM 

 
 This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (“the 

Commission”) on the request of AAA Utilities, Inc. (“AAA”) for the sale of assets and 

transfer of facilities and service territory of Perry Water System from AAA to Saluda 

County Water & Sewer Authority (“the Authority”). 

 AAA owns and operates water systems in Lexington County, Richland County, 

and Saluda County which serve a total of 391 customers. AAA’s Perry Water System is 

located in Saluda County and serves 33 customers. The current schedule of rates and 

charges was approved by the Commission in Order No. 2014-379, Docket No. 2013-47-

W. Currently Perry Water System customers pay an unmetered flat rate of $25.00 per 

month.  

 The Authority is a special purpose district in Saluda County and is undertaking 

the Holley Ferry/Spann Road Phase 2 Water Project (“Project), which will add 25 miles 

of water lines to the Authority’s distribution system.  

 If approved, the Authority will own and operate the Perry Water System formerly 

owned and operated by AAA. Initially, the Authority will utilize the existing two wells 
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and will charge customers the Authority’s current base rate of $28.35 per month, since 

volumes will not initially be metered. The Authority will later install individual meters 

for Perry Water System customers as part of the Project and will connect the customers to 

the Authority’s distribution system, which receives treated water from the Authority’s 

water treatment plant. Once individual meters are installed, the Perry Water System 

customers will pay the Authority’s current volumetric charges of $3.85 per 1,000 gallons 

over the 4,000 gallons included in the base rate. The Authority’s Board voted not to 

require Perry Water System customers to pay a tap fee or any fee related to the 

Authority’s acquisition of the water system, an additional benefit to customers resulting 

from this transfer.  The Office of Regulatory Staff (“ORS”) does not oppose the transfer.  

 We have examined this matter and hereby approve the sale of assets and transfer 

of facilities and service territory of Perry Water System from AAA to Saluda County 

Water & Sewer Authority. The near-term rate impact for Perry Water System customers 

will be minimal, and all customers should benefit from improved water quality once the 

water system is physically connected to the Authority’s distribution system.  
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 This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the 

Commission.  

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C~N 4 elk.n
Coruer H. "Randy" Randall. Chainuan

ATTEST:

Jocelyn Boyd. Chief Clerk Executive Director




